SCASA RULES - Points of Emphasis

March 2001: SCASA Implements Many New Changes for Spring 2001
After many meetings worth of discussion and requested input from players, the Revised Rules and Procedures are published and into effect for Spring Season. All managers should have received one at the AGM and the North Chapter Referee Association held their March educational session on SCASA rules and dealing with adult players. This article is going to hit the highlights of CHANGED rules only. For a full copy, please don't hesitate to request one from our office.
· Under players and equipment, pregnant women may play UNLESS her opponents protest in a timely fashion. This does not mean waiting until the game is over and protesting a loss, but complaining to the referee that your team is uncomfortable playing against her when it becomes an issue during play. 

· Players with braces, sprints and CASTS MAY PLAY with them, as long as the referee feels they are padded adequately to be safe. If the referee feels they are dangerous, the player may not play and this is not protestable, as it is a judgment decision of the referee. 

· Dangerous jewelry is not allowed as per FIFA rules. 

· SLIDE TACKLING IS also ALLOWED IN OVER-30 SINGLE SEX DIVISIONS. In Coed and over-40, it is considered dangerous play (i.e. a technical foul punishable by an indirect free kick). The slide tackle must be correctly performed, i.e. not making contact with the player before the ball. 

· Free kicks in coed soccer may be taken by any player, male or female. 

Other points of emphasis for this year, but items which are not changes, include:
· Please remember there is no contact with the goalkeeper in the penalty area initiated by players of the other team. There is NO requirement that they have control of the ball. Referees were instructed to protect the goalkeepers--we have too few of them as is!!! 

· Two cautions in a season will result in a one week suspension. 

· All players must be registered on your team roster at the SCASA office in advance, be listed on the game roster, and present a valid WSSA card in order to play. Unregistered players face fines, and the team they played with forfeits the game. If a team is short handed, and their opponent agrees to loan them players, it is considered either a forfeit or a real game--to be decided upon by the managers at the start of the game. The referee will officiate the match in either case. 

· There is no intimidation by word or deed. 

Susan Cole, Women's Registrar/Referee Liaison
August 1999
This summer we have a large number of coed teams playing, and there seems to be some misunderstandings about SCASA rules in coed. Specifically when it comes to numbers: simply, there cannot be more than 5 men on the field, excluding the goalkeeper. If your team is short-handed, they may play with more women than the normal five, but there cannot be more than the five men on the field. So if the team was short on female players, they could not put in extra men. And, just because they were short on women, they would not have to play with less men than their normally allocated 5 plus keeper. So different compositions as examples could even include a total of 6 men and 1 woman (really short handed team as 7 is the minimum to play), 3 men and 8 women, and so on. 
